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When Lombroso was not available for such “scientific” determinations of guilty persons, 
his colleagues or students (often referred to as “lieutenants”) were often sent. Some of 
these students, such as Enrico Ferri and Raphael Garrofalo, became quite active in the 
Fascist regime of Italy in the early 1900s. This model of government, like the Nazi party 
in Germany, sought to remove the “inferior” groups from society. Thus, Lombroso’s 
theory was timed well in terms of both societal and governmental ideologies. This was 
another reason why Lombroso gained such prominence throughout the Western world 
throughout the late 1800s and early 1900s.

Another policy implication that was implemented in some parts of the world was iden-
tifying young children on the basis of observed stigmata, which tend to manifest in the 

first 5 to 10 years of life. This led to track-
ing or isolating certain children based on 
such criteria, largely physiological features. 
Although many readers may consider such 
policies ridiculous, modern medicine has 
supported the identification, documentation, 
and importance of certain physical features 
as indications of high risk for developmental 
problems.

For example, modern medicine identifies a 
number of what are termed minor physical 
anomalies (MPAs) that indicate develop-
mental problems. These MPAs include

• head circumference out of the nor-
mal range,

• malformed ears,

• low-set ears,

• excessively large gap between the
first and second toes,

• webbing between toes or fingers,

• no earlobes,

• curved fifth finger,

• asymmetrical ears,

• furrowed tongue, and

• simian crease (see Figure 5.2).16

Given the practice of correlating such visible 
physical aspects with developmental prob-
lems, including criminality, it is obvious that 
Lombroso’s model of stigmata as predictors 

of antisocial problems has implications to the present day. Perhaps surprisingly, such 
implications are more accepted by modern medical science than they are in the crimi-
nological literature. For example, such minor physical anomalies (MPAs) are still used 
to diagnose and predict future development of young children. Such MPAs relate to the 
case study of Javier presented at the beginning of this chapter. Furthermore, some modern 
scientific studies have shown that being unattractive predicts criminal offending, which 
somewhat supports Lombroso’s theory of crime.17

minor physical 
anomalies: physical 
features, such as 
asymmetrical or low-
seated ears, that are 
believed to indicate 
developmental problems.

1. Who is considered the Father of Criminology, as well as the
Father of the Positive School of criminological thought?

a. Beccaria

b. Binet

c. Lombroso

d. Sheldon

e. Hirschi

2. What did the Father of Criminology say was a way to identify the
most dangerous, chronic criminals?

a. Those with bad parents

b. Those who were poor

c. Those who had delinquent peers

d. Those who had stigmata

e. Those who had weak ties to conventional society

3. What does the Positive School of criminology assume that
clearly distinguishes it from the Classical School of criminology?

a. Free will/free choice

b. Rational decision-making in choosing behavior

c. Determinism

d. Hedonism

e. Utilitarianism

Answers located at www.edge.sagepub.com/schram2e
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